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See AG Online! 


Visit americangirl.com 
to peek behind the scenes 
of AG magazine! 
Always get a parent’s permission 
before surfing the Web or giving out 
your full name, address, or any 
other personal info. 


Recycle empty bottles 


Creature Feature 
Are you a BIG animal 
lover? Then take this 
jumbo quiz! 
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into colorful creatures. 


/ 
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Rainbow Fish C) 


Petty Cash 

Cute and useful 
animal crafts you can 
make—and sell 


12 


Girls’ Best Friends 
Find out how to be the best 
pet owner that you can be! 


Meet Victoria T., age 11. We 


asked her about animals. 


"HME 


| have a lot of fish, but I’ve always 


wanted a dog. 


A golden retriever or a Yorkshire 


terrier. | like them both. 


It was really cute and friendly! 


UneteruaT. 


For more about this issue, go to 
“Behind the Scenes” on page 49. 


Cover photo: Jose Martinez Cover illustration: Lauren Scheuer 


—, 
Letters from You * 


Birthday Wishes 

I loved the contest “Happy 
Birthday, AG!” in the Janu- 
ary/February 2008 issue. 
The birthday cards were so 
colorful and creative! And 
by the way, happy birthday! 
Sierra H- 


Age 12, Missouri 


Super Skater 
I really enjoyed reading the 
article “Skating Dreams” in 
the January/February issue. 

I am an ice-skater just like 
Sami. I just got down the double 
axel jump, and I liked seeing an 
article about an ice-skater who 
is at the same level as I am. 


Amy E: :-) 


Win It! 


On page 49, you'll read about our latest 


Win It! contest. To enter, send a postcard by 
June 16, 2008, with your first and last name 


and address to: 


Win It!—M/J 08 
American Girl magazine 
8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


3X American Girl 


Hair with Flair 

I loved the hairstyles in “Hair 
You'll Love” in the January/ 
February issue. My hair was 
always boring when I wore it 
down, and these were quick, 
easy, and stylish ways to 
wear it. Thanks! 


Alena ®@ 


Age 11, Colorado 


\\ 
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Write to Us! 


Want to drop us a line? Write us at: 


American Girl magazine 
8400 Fairway Place 
Middleton, WI 53562 


You can also send letters via e-mail to 
readermail@americangirl.com. 

Either way, be sure to include your first 
and last name and your birth date. We 


can't print every letter we receive, but we 


read and learn from each one. 


Official Rules 


1. Employees of American Girl and its affiliates 
and their families are not eligible. 

2. Only one entry per family. 

3. To be valid, all entries must be received by mail 
by June 16, 2008. Entries may not be faxed or 
e-mailed. A parent or guardian must sign 

the entry. 

4. One winner will be chosen at random. 


5. All entries become the property of American Girl 


and will not be returned. 
6. Void where prohibited by law. 


Illustrations: Mary Lynn Blasutta 
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Did You Know? 


‘Birdreed, Gnyone? 


How many di 
ae y different animals can you cr 
ese sweet decorating ideas? = 


Trimmed pieces of rope 
ck frosting, oF sprinkles 
Small piece of 


a dab of black icing, 
piece of fruit leather 


licorice, bla 


black whip licorice, 
a Circus Peanut, or a 


How to say it; 


rburst or taffy; a 


Trimmed Sta! 
dab of red icing 


piece of fruit leather, or 2 


Whatit means: 


One way to use it: 


Photos: Sali 
isbury Studios Illustrations: Tracey W 
: 'y Wood 
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‘ un 
The Cat chicken FU) 


She wakes from her dreams 


And yawns 
Her mouth opens wide 


Like a lion’s when she 
roars 


She slinks across the room 


As though she is a tiger 
stalking her prey 


She jumps into my lap 


I pet her, and she purrs 


Mama and Baby 


Then she climbs down Dear American Girl, 


. While my dad was at work, a tiny kitten darted in 
Wo coals elie iodibwcill front of his concrete truck, and he decided to 
rescue her. When he walked into o 


For a bask in the warm 
summer sun 


Soon she’s fast asleep 


Sincerely, 


Age 11, Nebraska Age 10, Virginia 


4 KX AmericanGirl 


Lost—and Found 


Dear Ameri . 
merican Girl, 


h 
our clothes and toys in the fire, but we wer adlostour house and all of 


going tobe O.K. W ejustglad that Brownie was 


hen We visited hi 
tail and licked our faces. Ont, 'm at the hospital, he thumped his 


e day he got 
sy of thacae and dog treats. We're a out, we hada party with 
© have him back—afte, all, we can : iiystle 


replace our house, but we couldn’t 
have replaced Brownie. 


Sincerely, Kimmi 


‘Knuyate “pf Kimm iH. 


Ages 8 and 7, California 


Dear American Gish ade 


very special. Im 


omeone : 
mets | Atananim? 


Ato be a dolphin 
the water and 
nt was when 
a feeling thatl can 


Last spring, 
who happene 


able to get into 
pecial mome 


most $ 
between us. twas 


ly and fri 


irfami 
otect their ope I care aa 


¥ 


top 
and they seem rid 
\wa are for the WO 
thatl should at be hee Ato protect and : Lwishth at every 
help me to reall both humans @ weds ) ber my 
Pees - T\lremem 
for all of us to oy 


i \d cou 
kid inthe wor 
he with Tobie forthe rest of 


§ appreciate theP 


Photo: Bob Couey/SeaWorld San Diego 


Sincerely: 
“California 


Age 


it to the address on page 2. 


Cut out your answer and mail 


eat 


Cut out card. Flip over for directions. 


AG Poll 


In our November/December 
issue, we asked you to pick your 


dream job working with animals. 
Here’s what you said: 


Underwater 
photographer 175 


Zoo veterinarian 118 


Jungle-wildlife researcher 81 


Professional jockey 68 


Next question: 
Which life-sized stuffed animal 
would you want for your room? 
Circle your choice. 


¥ Baby elephant 
% Polar bear 

¥% Peacock 

* Jaguar / 


+X American Girl Girls Express * 


Treat Your Pet y 4 
fe ae Read Your Pet’s Mind 
attach a photo of You already know your pet really well, but she might be sending 


your pet to the lid 
of a clean jar. Wrap \ 
double-sided tape 
along the edge of 


you even more of a message than you think. Match each pet’s 
action to what she might be trying to tell you. al 


_ a Ss sk Soe ee ee ee 


the lid. Attach ———— 
colorful ribbon 
to the tape. Use if you SEC woe t gazing at you, blinking 
letter stickers lying quiet and still 3. your 38 phate 
i errrrr ' 
to spell out your 4 ‘11. your hamster y v 
; 2 . u're trying to P ay, 
pet’s name. i while yo eae a 
3 a . in in circles, 
: ia niche ing his foot 4. your rabbit runn : 
“ + bird tappl : 
E 2. your pe —— 
page RE El Se a Ee aa ie eiecerat 
It might mean eee my space, and you can 
We're looking for girls who have survived with me! ite ein here if | say that 
a very scary or difficult time. Whether A. twantto play! fs ony laine | 
you've been lost in the woods, recovered { PLAY WITH ME! it’s O.K. 
from a terrible illness, or found yourself d ‘trun away, 
| safe an ' fraid.|can 
in another scary situation, we'd really B. You make “is pane aavot D.1'm Ftioito the only thing 
haring what h content. This! ; ” 
appreciate your sharing what happened uakiss. You're ican think of. 


giving yo 


and what you went through. We’d also like ore 
my very favorite gir. 


to hear about how your life has changed 
since the event happened. Send your story 
and photo, along with your address and 
birth date, to the address on page 2. 


Vv ‘9 '€/D°7 ‘G‘L ‘suamsuy 


ALY! 
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Kayla C 


Age 9, New Jersey 


AG Art Gallery 


Animals inspire all kinds of artwork from readers. 


Age 13, Arizona ; 


Candice 8 


Age 12, Michigan 


Shining Star ¥ 


Kayla L. wants to help all of the 
animals at the shelter where she 
volunteers. She walks dogs and 
teaches them to sit and heel. She 
socializes cats. She fosters puppies 
and kittens by training and caring 
for them at her home until they are 
ready for adoption. “| would like all 
homeless animals to have happy 
endings,” Kayla says, and she is 
working hard on that goal. She 
teamed up with the governor of 
Rhode Island to improve laws to 
protect homeless animals. 


“Animals can’t speak for them- 
selves,” says Kayla, age 13. “When 
| learned how many animals end up 
in shelters, it made me sad. | want to 
spread the word about all the good 
animals in shelters, and about the 
importance of spaying and neuter- 
ing pets.” With Kayla’s help, the 
governor instituted an annual 
Homeless Animals Day in Rhode 
Island. That's a big accomplishment, 
but Kayla’s work isn’t done. “I will 
continue to speak up for animals,” 
she says. “They need us!” 


Maggie Si 


Age 10, Illinois 


~ 


Kayla with Marvin the dog 
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Contest * 


Look how these readers’ pets flashed their 
best smiles for the camera! 


Hea: wes 


Age 1 3, Pennsylvania 


B 


gel yr 


GroceC. 


Age 12, Maine 


Age 12, Washington 


+< American Girl 


Illustrations: Lauren Scheuer 


Lina I. 


Age 10, Virginia 


Sey 


Age 10, eae 


Ura YW. 
Age 9, Rhode Island 


LV Take a walk on the wild side and 
create a holiday ornament of your 
favorite animal! Deck the tree with 
a dolphin, hang up a hippo, or 
make a starfish the star. Place 
your non-breakable ornament 
in a plastic bag—along 


with your first and last name, 
address, birth date, and school 


photo—and send it to the address % 0 


on page 2. Deadline: June 10, 
2008. Winners will appear in the 


November/December issue. Sorry, 


we can’t return entries. 


KK 
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Heart to Heart * 


No Pets? 


Plenty of girls want pets but can’t have them. 
These readers share the creative ways they 
spend time with their favorite animals. 2 


| My favorite animal is a cat, but my dad is really I would love 
| allergic to them. He travels a lot, so I ask him 


| to bring me a cat figurine 


to have a 
| dolphin for a 
pet! But since 


; 


from all the places 
he visits. I have more than 50 

so far! The latest were from , 
New Zealand and France. x a! 


Mina D 


Age 12, Connecticut 


dolphins are wild animals 
and I’m not a mermaid, 
I surround myself with 
dolphins in other ways. 
I have a dolphin mural 


painting on my wall and 
collect posters of them. 
I even went to Sea World 


My mom and was able to swim with 
promised that dolphins in a pool! 
: I could get my Q ig @ G. 
™ dream pet,a 


Age 0, Oregon 
rabbit. Then she found out 
she was allergic to rabbits. 


I was disappointed. But on 
Christmas, the first thing 
I saw under the tree was a 
stuffed rabbit. Now, when- 
ever I’m sad, I cuddle with it. 


Emily H 


Age 10, New York 


SC) If you have animal allergies, you're not alone—about 15 percent of the population is allergic to cats or dogs. 


x AmericanGirl 


= 
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Illustrations: Laura Cornell 


For my 
' whole life, 
| I’ve wanted 


Ja horse, but 
I can’t have one because 
I live in a city. So once a 
week, I have horseback- 
riding lessons. I’ve been 
riding for four years now! 


Age 9, California 


There are lots. 
of ways to 


animals. 


I love cats, 
so my mom 


_ takes me to 
= the animal 
shelter and we get to meet 
cats there. I’m planning to 
donate money to the shel- 
ter. Even though I can’t 
have my own cat, there are 
other ways to be with them. 


Olivia. C. 


Age 12, California 


Since I can’t 
have a pet 
of my own, 

| I spend time 
with my grandma’s dogs. 
I give them baths and play 
their favorite games. This 
makes me feel happy 
because it’s like they’re 
my very own dogs. 
Mockenzie A 


Age 11, California 


Speak Prom 


Your Heant 


Send answers, name, birth 
date, and school photo 

to the address on page 2. 
Deadline: June 10, 2008. 


Some answers will appear 


in the November/ 
December 2008 issue. +« 
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Make crafts—and money! 
Pet owners won't be able to resist these 
terrific treats and clever pet accessories. 


| 12 X AmericanGirl 


Photos: Steven Talley Styling: Carrie Griffin Boyd, Cindy Stutzel Illustrations: Janell Genovese 


Ask yourself what people 
want or need for their pets. 
If you know that a lot of 
your neighbors have a wide 
variety of pets, the Furry 
Friend Frames might be 
your best product. 


Charging the right price 

for your product is important. 
Buyers want a fair price, 

and you want to earna 

profit (money left over after 
expenses). The best way to 
keep prices low and profits 
high is to make products that 


Is there a dog park near your 
house? The Bath Bucket will 
be a hit. Now, make a trip to 
the craft store and the dollar 
store for supplies. Try to keep 
your cost as low as possible 
by buying things in bulk and 
by finding the best deals on 
your supplies. Shop around 
for the best prices. 


don’t take a lot of time or 
money. When deciding on 

a price, start with the tips in 
the boxes after each project. 
You may choose to raise the 
price if supplies cost more 
where you live. 


How your product looks 
makes a big difference, 
too. Take a little extra 

time to make sure each 
item looks its best. Package 
your products in a way that 
will capture customers’ 
attention. For cute and 
inexpensive packaging, 
place your products 

in colored paper bags 
decorated with stickers. 
Tie each bag closed 

with a ribbon bow. 
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Pet-Lover Magnets 


These magnets are perfect for any pet lover. Cut shapes 
from craft foam. Use puffy paint to write on the foam. 
Let dry. Use craft glue to attach magnets to the back 

of each. Let dry. 


gie Dessert 


YOU WILL NEED 


g) An adult to 

help you : 
2 cups whole-wheat flour 
2 cups water 

1 tsp vanilla 


legg 
1/3 cup peanut butter 


Ask an adult to heat oven to 
375 degrees. In a large bowl, 
mix flour, water, vanilla, and 
egg. Add peanut butter. Mix 
well. Spoon mixture into mini 
cupcake pans. Ask an adult to 
bake for 15 minutes. Let cool. 
Place treats in plastic zipper 


Toy Box 


Cover a medium-sized 
cardboard box and lid with 
wrapping paper. Attach the 
paper with double-sided 
tape. Wrap the lid separately. 
Add animal-themed stickers. 
Perfect for storing all those 
little squeaky toys! 


Xx American Girl 


bag. Store for up to one week. 


Place two 
P pieces of 
§ different- 

‘ey - colored 
fleece one on top of the 
other. Trim both layers so 
that they’re square. Keep the 
two layers together, lining up 
the edges. At each corner, cut 
a 3-inch by 3-inch square 
from the fabric and throw it 
away. Create a fringe around 
the blanket by cutting three- 
inch-long slits all around 
both layers of the blanket. Tie 
the top piece of fleece to the 
bottom piece by double- 
knotting the fringe together. 


Attach stickers to different- 
sized measuring cups. Brush 
Mod Podge over the stickers. 
Let dry. Use these cups for 
pet food only! 


Paint wooden frames in 
bright colors. Let dry. Add 
letter stickers and glue 
rhinestones to the frames. Let 
dry. Pet lovers can add their 
favorite pet photo. 


May/June 2008 
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Pet Place Mat 


Laminate a piece of colorful 
paper with self-adhesive 
laminating sheets from an 
office-supply store. Food 
bowls, fish bowls, or small Sell: 


cages canrestontheseeasy-  { yi 00 each 
to-clean mats. Z 


Cost: 90 cents each 
Profit: $1.10 each 


Critter Cards 


Decorate a pack of plain 
greeting cards with paper, 
ribbon scraps, and stickers of 
your favorite animal friends. 
Sell them in packs of three 
tied with pretty bows. 


Cost: $2.25 for three 
Profit: $2.75 for three 


Sell: 


$5.00 for three 


O ©) 
Bath Bucket 


Use a permanent marker to felt. Use craft glue to attach 
draw an animal face ona the ears to the bucket and let 
plastic bucket. Use puffy paint dry. Pet oveners can store pet 
to add color to your drawing. shampoo and brushes in this 
Let dry. Cut ears from black colorful and creative caddy. 


Cost: $2.00 each Sell: 
Profit: $2.00 each $ 4 00 Bas 
F ; 


Pet-Care Binder 


Attach a piece of colorful 
paper to a binder with 
double-sided tape. Cut a 
pocket from a photo page 
protector sheet. Use double- 
sided tape to attach the 
pocket to the binder. Use 
stickers to spell out “Pet Info” 


Paw Cloth 


Decorate a washcloth with 
paw prints done in puffy 
fabric paint. Let dry. Folda 
corner of the washcloth and 
cut a small slit with scissors. 
String a piece of ribbon 
through the slit and tie a knot 
for hanging. This washcloth 
can be used to wipe off 
muddy paws—a cute towel 
for a dirty job! + 


on the cover. Fill the binder 
with blank worksheets that 
say, “Pet’s Name,” “Pet’s Diet, 
“In Case of Emergency,” and 
“Viet’s Phone Number.” Pet 
owners can personalize their 
binders with their pets’ photos 
and information. 


” 


Think you know a lot about animals? See how many questions 
you can get right without getting your feathers ruffled. 


by Shannon Payette Seip 


Match the book character 
to his or her pet. 


© What's the name of the furry Which of the following is not an actual dance? 
‘ i 5 
swashbuckler in the movie Shrek 2: a. The Roger Rabbit b. The Cat’s Meow 
e) oe \ y hy c. The Monkey d. The Bunny Hop 


f 


pet peeve 
( 


as the 
crow flies 


a. diagonally across 
b. the shortest route 
c. a common complaint 


18 Xx American Girl 


Illustrations: Lauren Scheuer Additional credits on page 2. 
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In Honolulu, it’s a al to annoy a bird. 


The voice of Miss Piggy is done by a woman. 


=> 


Boxes of animal crackers were first used 
as Christmas tree decorations. 


It’s a good idea to cage pet 
guinea pigs with pet rabbits. 


8 ape ee 


If you see a white cat with blue eyes, you 
probably shouldn’t speak to it. 


V4 to move by 
dragging 


bi to be selfish 


to back out of 


hog ae 19 et OW something ina 


cowardly way 


bee: sees Did the world’s most 
without under- 
standing what valuable teddy bear 
you're saying cost more or less than 
$125,000? 


20. weasel C snake O 


leapin’ lizards: ) 
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©. Four of the characters below are 


seh aad acters Ciel then 27 What's the most common animal phobia? 


a. sharks ¢, Spiders 
“ Darkwing Duck Lassie Se : 
TFs 
) ae 
Babe | Funshine Bear v 
* Donkey ¢ Sandy Cheeks b. snakes d. scorpions 
/ Scooby-Doo / Blue 
Beethoven \_/ Clifford 
/ Elmo \ / Mighty Mouse 
What’s the name of Misty’s mom 
~ Squidward Air Bud in the book Misty of Chincoteague? 


Gary 


fe What kind of animal is the main 
__ character from each of these books? 


sini 


| Shiloh 7 


| 


| 30 Angelina Ba 
bee 


7a 
tal 


——«-231 Stellaluna 


Traditionally, what are girls supposed to 
do with a horseshoe to make it lucky? 


a. throw it out the kitchen window 
b. put it in the freezer 

(¢. hang it above a door 
d. bang it on the floor 


a, c, and d. Charlotte spins the words into her 
web to help make Wilbur so famous that he won't 
be killed. 


d 
a 
b 
c 
Puss in Boots 
b 


c. “Kelly’s pet peeve was 
cat hair on her favorite sweater.’ 


b. The shortest route is one 
that’s a straight line. Since crows 
fly in straight lines, theirs is the shortest route. 


a.“Kitty-corner” means you are diagonal 
from something. 

True. There are a lot of strange laws still on 
the books. In Hawaii it’s also illegal to put coins 
in your ears! 

False. Frank Oz provided the voice of 
Miss Piggy. 

True 

False. Some people think it’s O.K. to keep 


guinea pigs and rabbits in the same cage, but 
rabbits can injure the pigs by kicking them. 


True. Most white-haired, blue-eyed cats are 
deaf, so it likely wouldn’t hear you. 


Felix the Cat 


Pes ee 


How’d You Score? 


Along, fluffy scarf made from feathers. 

b.“My sister always hogs the remote 
control.” 

d. “My three-year-old brother likes to 
parrot the cheerleaders at the football game.’ 


c. “Tyler weaseled his way out of doing 
his oral report by pretending he was too sick 
to go to school.” 


a.“I had to snake the pencil out from 
under the car seat.” 


More. It sold for more than $150,000. 
Little Orphan Annie 


Babe, Beethoven, Lassie, and Air Bud are 
portrayed by real animal actors. 


True 


Phantom 


c. You may think the idea 
is horsefeathers, but some 
people believe iron horseshoes 
ward off evil. You must hang 
them with the ends on 
top so that the luck 
doesn’t fall out! 
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Creatures big and small have found 
their way into these girls’ hearts. 


by Kitson F. lynn Jazynka 


Sharlynne photo: Linda Hernandez Williams Illustrations; Kristen Balouch 


“like how wild animals can 
survive in nature.” 


“All animals—even snakes!” 


“One cat, Topaz.” 
--annah and Lauren T. __ they are about eight weeks old. 
havea passion for Until then, though, “we give laure nl. 
: __ fostering felines. them lots of love and feed them,” 
ay _ These sisters take says 13-year-old Hannah. “I like how even though they 
home pregnant cats from a local At the beginning of their can't talk, they let you know what 
animal shelter, caring for them cat-fostering career, the girls they’re thinking through their 
until the kittens are born and signed a contract with their mom personalities.” 
can-be adopted. “When the stating that they knew they 
kittens are first born,” says couldn't keep any of the cats. “Cats.” 
Lauren, 11, “we have to leave “Returning the kittens makes 
them alone: But after.a few me feel like crying,” Hannah 
weeks, it’s our job to snuggle says. “But they are happy tears, 
and play with them to get knowing our kittens will go to 
them used to people.” good homes.” 


The hardest part of the 
job—aside from cleaning litter 
boxes—is giving the kitties 
back to the shelter when 
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equestrian Sara W.- 
traded horse e shows for 


“says eee “but I wanted: to a | 
more time helping horses i in 
need. ’ Three mornings a weeks: 

~ Sara—who i is homeschooled—_ fie 
_ volunteers at a farm thatt eg in 


‘ieee 
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itd go! 


oe 
eee 
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stals 


Natok arrive daa ek eee: 


_ Sara helps g give the horses loads: 


he enthusiastic therapy 
and reading-assistance 
dog named Havoc had 


~_ stolen Sharlynne L.’s heart. She 
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met Havoc while volunteering at 
the Humane Society and learned 
that Havoc needed life-saving 

surgery that her owner could not 


afford. Sharlynne wanted to help, 
so she got busy making and 
selling beaded jewelry and 

~ crosses. The 12-year-old called 


her crafts “Crosses for Critters” 
and earned hundreds of dollars 


to help pay Havoc’s vet bills. Her 


work inspired the community 


error Sara! s favorite aca on Se Si 
farmi is Yahzi. He was thé first . 


horse that the farm rescued, and. Favorite animal: : 


“The horse, of course!” 


hei isa permanent resident. Sara } 
~ took Yahzi to a horse show this saat Favorite thing about animals: x 
rac ot FS ok “Being around them. | havea } 
"year, combining I her love of cat prs special thing for horses 


- horse-rescue work ates i because we just 
rie sake, connect.” 


~ and horse shows. 
“Together,” i Pets: 
; oe ereyeree “Two dogs, Peety and Lucy.” 
Sara says, ties 
! “Yahzi and 
Tecan prove” te 
; to people nae 
“rescue horses — * 
seme great, too.” . 4 
A tah 2 
<2) 
a F ay y wie | Led ‘ 
ee > loves needy anivnels. 
to raise the rest of the funds Pee tag ore. nn 
needed for the surgery. oy eps a = Fe 


“Havoc didn’t deserve to die,” “Favoliteanimal: 


says Sharlynne. “I am happy to "” liver-colored Boston} terrier. 


have helped save her life.” - Theyare maces, sonctanie 


These days, the hardworking “a Favorite thing about animals: - 
; ; - "They' re always upbeat and Ae 
girl still makes her beaded crafts, ready to aiay And they-arl Sey 
donating money to.help other meres - for you aay. navertabek 
people in the community who eres “ ne peagee oa 8 
i ee 7 w EY we 
can’t afford medical care for their ~ “Three dogs—Astro, Sandy, : and if 


beloved pets. “I love helping -" Stacy—and. box akan 


people keep their pets healthy 
and alive,” she says. 


‘Julia loves wild tigers. = 


~ danger they are in,” she says. 


"very year since iy was 
nine, Julia W. and her 
mom have visited tiger 
reserves in India. With a guide, 
they venture deep into wild, 
dense forests and hope to see the 
flash of stripes through the trees 
or find tiger tracks in the sand. 
“Once we saw a beautiful tigress 
up on a hill,” Julia remembers. 
During one visit, Julia was 
shocked to learn that all the | 
tigers at a favorite reserve had 


‘been poached, meaning that they. - 
- were killed for their body parts. 


“T realized then how much the 
tigers meant to me and the 


Ly feline 


ight-year-old Myranda 
H. won a huge lobster in 
a grocery store raffle, 


"but the last thing she wanted to 
~ do was eat him. “I was so happy 


- when I found out I won a lobster,” 


Photo: Lisa Medina 


she says..“He was adorable.” 
Fortunately for this cute 

crustacean, there was no melted. 

butter in his future. Myranda 


_named him Bubba, and she 
wanted to set him free. She and — 


her parents called their local 
aquarium and zoo. The zoo 


- suggested a diver in Maine who 
might be able to release Bubba 


animals.” 


iloved her lobster. 


‘illegal to catch him because ofhis . ; 


> Jobster in a comfy foam box to his 
“new home hundreds of miles away. ae 


“I didn’t hug him when I said |. . their habitat is dying.” 
good-bye because I was scared of / Petes : 
his claws,” says Myranda. “I was thers “| have five cats—Sammy, ~— 


- beinhisown ' 


Julia turned her sadness into f : : 
determination to help save wild : 
tigers. Now she writes articles 
about tigers and encourages 
people to help. Her articles 
have been published on the 
Web, in her local newspaper, 
and in an Indian conservation 
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magazine. “The tiger is a symbol 
of strength and love,” says 

Julia. “I hope my articles will 
help save these beautiful 


~ 


-gal to catch hi Myranda Ho 
large size. Myranda’s family made a. | ‘Favorite animals: 


plan with the diver to fly the Maine \ “Cats and dogs, including 
‘ wild cats. | love reptiles, too.” 


\ pxspicel eprrngrnyry 
Favorite thing about animals:/ 


“| like to. help them because. - 


¢ 


into the ocean, where it would be . 


Pumpkin, Vinny, Minuet, _ 


sad to see him go, — mince ter 


but I knew the 
best place for 
Bubba would , 


habitat.” 


Friendship Matters * 


Girls’ Best Friends 


Pets add so much love to your life. 
Here are ways to really love them back. 


Maybe youre a cat lover or a turtle fan, or perhaps 
a rat has stolen your heart. Whatever kind of pet 
you have, knowing a lot about that kind of animal 
will help you be a better owner. Read books, or 
ask a parent to help you get information online. 
Finding out as much as you can about your animal 
will make it easier to take good care of it. 


Keep Them Fit 
Many pets need regular exercise to stay happy 
and healthy. Take a family walk with your dog 
after dinner. Toss small toys for your cat to 
chase. Let your hamster roll in an exercise ball 
while you do homework. Try to make exercise a 
regular thing for your pet—not something she 
gets to do only once in a while. 
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Illustrations: Cathi Mingus 


Sure, it’s important to feed your pet every day. 
But you need to know how much to feed him. 
The next time you’re at the vet’s office, ask her 


how much your pet should weigh and how much 
he should be eating. Use a measuring cup to 
scoop his food—turn to page 15 to see how to 
make a really cute one. 


The secret to gaining your pet’s trust is to be 
very gentle around her. Most pets are smaller 
than people—try to see things from your pet’s 
point of view. Do you shout or grab your pet 
roughly? How do your friends act around your 
pet? Be calm, handle your pet gently, and make 
sure your friends are gentle, too. Your pet will 
thank you! 


Time Together 


Just as with any friends, the more time you 
spend with your pet, the closer you'll be. Do 
something together every day. Maybe you can 
pe 


brush her, clean her cage, or just talk to her. The 
more effort you put into being a good pet owner, 
the more love you'll get from your pet. 
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An adult to 

help you 
Plastic soda or water 
bottle 


_ Photo: Salisbury Studios Illustrations: Shawn Banner 


Acrylic paint in squirt 
bottles 


et 


Double-sided tape Q) 
Sequins Rinse bottle with water. Stick strips of double- Double-knot end of 

: Let dry. Pick one color of sided tape to side of bottle long piece of cord to form i 
ven paint and add one small where you want scalestobe. _ loop. Tape loop to bottle 
Tissue paper squirt to bottle. Placecapon _Stick sequins to tape for behind fin. Ask 


bottle and shake. Repeat scales. Cut fins andeyesout fis 
with another color. Remove of tissue paper. Attach with ho 
Duct tape cap and let dry overnight. double-sided tape. 

Replace cap when dry. 2a 


Clear jewelry cord 
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Last September, we 
invited you to writea 
story about one of six 
unique animals, From 
the more than 1,500 
entries, we picked the 


following two winners! by Arden B. 


Everyone thought Tucker was just a sleeping dud. 
Then one day, he proved everyone wrong. 
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Illustrations: Linda Bleck 


Contest Winners ij 


t was a rainy Tuesday in April, and Mrs. source of light was the exit sign at the end of the 
Tavitian’s third-grade class was busy doing hallway. He shouted “Hello!” to Frindle the fish 
math. They were doing multiplication. They in the first grade, and then waved to Snoopy the 
were doing addition. They were doing sub- salamander in the second grade. As he passed the 
traction. But Tucker was doing nothing. fourth-grade classroom, he saluted Fudge the fer- 
Tucker was sleeping. ret. Rounding the corner past fifth grade, he called 
He was ALWAYS sleeping. out “Toodle-oo!” to his friend Freddy the frog, and 
Tucker was the class pet and was the most he slunk past the sixth grade because he wasn’t 
boring hamster ever. In fact, he was a dud. too fond of snakes, and that’s where Stella resided. 
The bell rang and all the kids went home. He finally came upon the Music Room. Inside, 


They didn’t even bother to look at Tucker’s cage. 
Tucker showed no sign of life—not one single 
twitch. “Tucker will always be a sleeping dud,” the 
third-graders said as they lined up to go home. 

After the janitor turned off the lights and locked 
the doors, Tucker sniffed his way out of his fluff, 
opened his cage, and hopped down onto the class- 
room floor. It was dark, and the floor was dusty. 
Tucker was all alone in the empty classroom. 

What time is it? he wondered. When will Mrs. 
Tavitian come back? 

It felt weird not to have all of the chatty third- 
graders sharing the room with him. He shook 
it off and headed off to find something to do. 
Actually, Tucker was not a dud after all. He was 


avery busy hamster. 
Here was his schedule: 
Monday: Visit the Science Room 
Tuesday: Check out the Music Room 


(his favorite!) there were 30 chairs for the students lined up 
Wednesday: Time for Library around three sides of the room. Instruments were 
Thursday: Get creative in Art piled up on shelves: tambourines, jingle taps, some 
Friday: GYM! sand blocks, and his favorite—a guitar. He loved 
On this particular spring Tuesday, he decided to —__ the guitar because he could jump up and down on 
say hi to all of his friends in the other classrooms the strings like a trampoline. 
along the way to the Music Room. He waddled He started to do just that. Up, down, up, down— 
_out of Room C-4 into the dark hallway. The only SNAP! 
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Oh, no! thought Tucker as a string popped and 
he plopped into the guitar. He checked himself all 
over for any signs of bumps or bruises. Because 
he was so fluffy, it was hard to tell. Everything 
was fine, except that he was stuck in the guitar 
and couldn’t get out! 

Tucker bravely tried to climb out, but he kept 
slipping. Climb, climb, slip. Climb, climb, slip. He 
calmed himself down and waited to be rescued. 
He waited for ten seconds. He waited for ten min- 
utes. Nothing happened. He waited for ten hours, 
and then, as the morning sun peeked into 
the room, Tucker finally gave up 
and fell asleep. 

Suddenly, the light flicked 
on and Tucker woke up 
with a start. He heard 
footsteps entering the 
no-longer-dark room. It 
was the music teacher, 
Mrs. LaPlume! She put 
her purse down 
on the desk. 


x American Girl 


—— SE 


RRRRRIIITIINNNNGGGGG! The morning bell 
rang. Mrs. McCaffrey’s fourth-grade class came 
in, ready to practice for the spring concert. 

Meanwhile, back in C-4, everyone in the third- 
grade class was clustered around Tucker’s deser- 
ted cage. 

“Where is he?” 

“How did he get out?” 

“Are you sure he’s not just really buried under 
his fluff in there?” 

All of the kids were frantically asking questions. 
Word spread through the building that there was a 
hamster on the loose! 

Back in the Music Room, Tucker began to 
snooze in a warm, sunny spot in the belly of the 
guitar. But when the sixth-graders came in to 
the Music Room, he woke up. They were a noisy 
bunch. Although the kids didn’t notice him, they 
did notice the broken string on the guitar. Hmmm, 
they wondered. 


y the next day, Tucker was 
starving. And he was really 
cramped in his little makeshift 
guitar house. He was worried. 
Would anyone ever find him? 
Mrs. LaPlume picked up the guitar 
at 10:30 A.M. on the dot. She marched 
down to the auditorium, leading the 
fourth-graders up onto the stage. But 
then she noticed that her guitar had 
a broken string and realized that 
the class would have to sing without 
her accompanying them. She stood 
on the stage and started to speak to 
the audience. She went on and on and 


finally lifted up the brown instrument. PLUNK! Out 


Tucker fell onto the wooden stage. 
Everyone looked bewildered. Words of wonder 


spread across the audience like a wave at the beach. 


Tucker blinked. Tucker gasped. Tucker ran! He 


headed for the stairs and waddled right down them. 


“EEEK!” shrieked a woman in the front row. 
“Where'd he come from?” exclaimed a grandpa 
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“How did he get in there?” asked a very curious 
third-grader in the third row. 
Tucker scooted up the aisle between feet, past 


in the second row. 


purses, and under chairs, right to where Mrs. Tavitian 


» was Sitting. She scooped him up in her hands and 
- cuddled him. 


“The show must go on!” said Mrs. LaPlume 
brightly, and the fourth-graders started to sing. The 
song sounded as good as it was supposed to, even 
without the guitar. At the end of the performance, the 
audience clapped and cheered as much for the fourth- 
graders as for the fact that the hamster was found. 

The students trooped back from the spring con- 
cert to their classrooms. As the class was getting 
ready to go home, Emma, one of Mrs. Tavitian’s 
third-graders, raised her hand. “Emma?” called 
Mrs. Tavitian. 

“I just realized,” said Emma, “that Tucker isn’t a 
dud after all. He made the spring concert unforget- 
table. It was a hit! He’s a really neat class pet!” 

And from that Thursday in April onward, Tucker 
was known as one terrific class pet. 


I got the idea for this story from 
my own hamster. Every time we’d look into 
his cage, he was buried under his fluff, but 
he could also be very playful. Then one day, 
he escaped! We searched for him all day, and 
eventually we found him hiding in a closet. 


Arden B., age 10, lives in Rhode Island. 
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Sweem Rose 


When Robin visits Grammy and Grandpa's farm in the 
country, she makes a fiscar ea shan never forget, 


Illustrations: Steve Johnson and Lou Fancher 


t was a beautiful spring day. As our car 

sped over the gravel roads, I rolled down 

my window to breathe in the fresh country 

air. I turned to my sister, Megan, who was 
listening to her iPod. I tapped her on the shoulder. 
“Are you excited, Meg?” I asked her. She looked 
over at me and smiled. I could tell she had heard 
nothing I had just said. 

I turned my attention back to my car window 
and watched horses and cows grazing in the 
pastures, farmers hard at work in the hay and 
wheat fields, and the clouds slowly rolling across 
the deep blue sky. For every spring break I can 
remember, Dad has packed up the car, Mom has 
grabbed some snacks, and we have driven from 
our house in the city to Grandpa and Grammy’s 
farm in the country. The farm is 20 hours away, 
so we make this trip only once a year. I smiled as 
I pictured Grammy welcoming us with open arms 
and a jar overflowing with cookies. 

We reached Grammy and Grandpa’s bumpy 
dirt road, and we all cheered. Dad soon turned in 
to the driveway of a pure white country farmhouse 
with a gray roof, blue shutters, and window boxes 
full of cheerful pink and yellow flowers. A white 
picket fence surrounded Grandpa’s deep green 
lawn and a garden where Grammy planted yummy 
vegetables. There was even a huge tree with a 
big tree house, which was my favorite part of 
the farm. 

I hopped out of the car and ran into Grammy’s 
arms. I gave her a huge hug and exclaimed, “Hi, 
Grammy! I’m so excited to be here!” 

“Hello, honey!” she said with her white hair 
blowing in the breeze and her blue eyes full of fun. 
“We have a surprise for you kids.” 

My sister ran up and handed me my bags, 
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so I couldn’t quiz Grammy, even though I was 
very curious. 

“Hi, Grammy!” my sister said. 

“Hello, dear,” Grammy replied. “I baked your 
favorites!” 

“Cinnamon roll cookies?” My sister’s face lit up. 

“Of course! What else?” Grammy gave her 
another hug. 

“Hey, kiddo!” Grandpa called as he came out of 
the barn. Then he picked me up, bags and all, and 
twirled me in a circle. 

“Hi, Grandpa!” I greeted him when he set 
me back on the ground. “Will you tell me what the 
surprise is?” 

“What surprise?” He pretended to be confused, 
but the twinkle in his eyes assured me he knew all 
about it. | 

“You know, Grandpa. The one Grammy told 
me about!” 

“Oh, now I remember.” He smiled. “Well, I can’t 
tell you that, but how would you and Meg like to 
sleep in the tree house tonight?” 

“Oh, Grandpa, thank you!” I shouted. I gave 
him a hug and ran to 
the tree house. I half- 
climbed, half-ran 
up the ladder. 

I stepped 


inside and 
smelled the 
wonderful scent 
of wood. I walked 

over to the window. 

The sun was setting, 
leaving everything with a 
pinkish glow. I wish I could 
stay here forever, I thought. 
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“Robin! Time for dinner! Come into the house, 
dear!” Grammy’s call broke through my dream. 
“Coming!” I called as I scurried to the house. 


bout an hour later, we finished dinner. 
My mother made us take eight 
blankets outside to the tree house. 


“But we don’t need them, Mom!” 


I said. 
“I won't have you getting chilled,” she said in 
her do-what-I-say-and-don’t-give-me-any-trouble 


voice. 

We told everyone good night and carried our 
blankets to the tree house. We struggled up the 
ladder and lay down on the rough wood floor. After 
Meg fell asleep, I listened to the night noises and 
made a list of the things I heard: coyotes, dogs 
barking in the distance, and wait—was that a horse 
breathing softly? 

I knew that Grammy and Grandpa’s neighbors 
had horses, but they should have already put their 
horses in for the night. The horse sounded as if it 

| was right under the 
tree house. 

I peeked out the 
window. I saw noth- 
ing but heard a horse 
galloping away. I 
stayed there, listen- 

» ing until I got chilly 
and sleepy. As I fell 
asleep, I wondered 
, about the horse, 
dreaming of riding 
into the sunset on a 
wild mustang. 
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he next morning before Meg awoke, 
I climbed down the ladder and looked 
for hoofprints. Sure enough, there 


they were. They were small—defin- 

itely smaller than those of Grandpa’s horse, 
Copper. I heard Mom calling, and I ran over to her. 

“Did you use the blankets last night, honey?” 
she asked, giving me a good-morning hug. 

“Yes, ma’am.” I smiled. és 

“I knew you’d need them.” She kissed me on 
the head. “It was chilly last night. I’ll go wake Meg, 
but you go to the house. Grammy made peanut 
butter pancakes.” 

“Morning, Grammy,” I called. Grammy was in 
the kitchen, busily doing something at the stove. 

“Mornin’, honey,” she said. “How about some 
breakfast? It didn’t get too chilly last night, did it2” 

“Not too bad. Could I please have some hot 
cocoa, Grammy? Dad told me you used to make 
cocoa with a peppermint stick.” 


| could tell that this horse was a runaway, not the wild 
mustang | had imagined, because she was so sweet. 


“Sure, honey,” she said as I walked into the 
living room and saw that Grandpa and Dad were 
building a cozy fire. 

“Hey, kiddo,” Grandpa said. “Whoa, your hands 
could use some heat! There’s nothing like a fire to 
knock the chill off.” 

I laughed and sat down. Grammy was coming 
in with some cocoa for Dad and me. 

“Did the night noises spook ya?” Grandpa 
asked. 

“No, not really. But I think I heard a horse next 
to the tree house.” 

“Really? Probably just a horse in a nearby 
pasture, ‘cuz I put Copper in her stall,” he said. 

Before I could tell him about the hoofprints, 
Grammy asked me to set the table. 

After breakfast, Grammy and Grandpa showed 
us the surprise. Grandpa had tied a swing over a 


water hole! Megan and I spent the whole afternoon 


swinging and jumping into the cool water. But in 
my head, I was thinking about the hoofprints the 
whole time. 


ater, I walked over to the barn to give 
Copper apple slices and sugar cubes. 
She was very old, so I couldn’t ride 
her, but I loved giving her treats. 
Afterward, I went back to look at the hoof- 
prints by the tree house. I saw the broken 
fence the horse had jumped over. Oh no! I 
thought. 
After half an hour of walking, I finally saw a 
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horse standing about 20 feet away from me. She 
was gorgeous, with beautiful spots. I dug an apple 
slice out of my pocket and held it out. The horse 
slowly walked over to me. I said hello by blowing 
in her nose, and she blew back. I could tell that this 
horse was a runaway, not the wild mustang I had 
imagined, because she was so sweet. She slowly 
took the apple from my hand and munched it up. 
I took out a rope I'd brought and slowly tied it 
around the horse’s neck. 
“Come on. Follow 
me,” I calmly assured 
the horse. She started 
trusting me a bit more 
and followed me. We 
walked home to 
the barn. 
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Grandpa just stared at the horse. Finally, he 
half-whispered, “Sweet Rose? Is that you, girl?” 


66 randpa, come here!” I called. I kept 


an eye on the horse. It didn’t spook, 
so I called out again. “Grandpa!” 
Soon he ran out, calling, “What’s 
wrong, kiddo?” 
“I need to show you something!” I exclaimed, 


grabbing his hand and dragging him to the horse. 


“Look, Grandpa! This horse came to the tree 
house last night, and I followed its hoofprints this 
morning. She’s calm, so I don’t think she’s a wild 
horse. I think she’s a runaway. Do you think she’s 
one of your neighbor’s horses?” 

The whole time I was talking, Grandpa just 
stared at the horse. Finally, he half-whispered, 
“Sweet Rose? Is that you, girl?” 


The horse whinnied and nuzzled my grandpa. 


He petted her for a long time. 

“Do you know who she is?” I asked him. 

“I think so. The only way I can be cer- 
tain is if—” He left the sentence unfinished 
and looked at her spots. “There it is! Clear 
as ever! ‘Rose’!” He turned around and 
called, “Jane!” Grammy came running out 
of the house. She stopped short when she 
saw the horse. “Rose? Is that you?” _ 

“I think so, Jane! She looks exactly 
like her, and Robin thinks she came 
to the tree house last night,” he 
answered. 

“Does she have the-—” Grammy © * 
started. 

“Yes, ‘Rose’ right on her left 
side,” Grandpa said. 
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“Wait—was she yours once?” I asked. 

“She was Copper’s best friend,” Grammy said 
with tears in her eyes. “And Grandpa and I loved 
her. She was so sweet. Many people asked us 
to sell her to them, but we said no every time 
because we loved her too much. We named her 
Sweet Rose and Grandpa helped me train her. 
You could stroke her for hours. One day, our barn 
caught on fire. We had to let all the horses free or 
they would have died. We rounded all of them up 
except for Sweet Rose. We never were able to find 
her. We searched for months but couldn’t find a 
trace of her.” 

“How do you know this is the same horse?” 

I asked. 
“Come here,” Grammy said. She took me 


around the horse and showed me a group of spots 
on the horse’s side. “What do those spots look 
like?” she asked me. 

I looked very hard. “They look like letters! 
Why, they spell ‘Rose’!” I said excitedly. 

“Oh, Sweet Rose, I thought we’d never see 


1” 


you again!” exclaimed Grammy. 

I stroked Sweet Rose’s neck and said, “To 
think she came the whole way home. I wonder 
how far away she ran.” 

We all started toward the barn. Copper 
whinnied happily when she saw a new horse 
coming. We let them smell each other, and both 
horses touched noses. I knew that Sweet Rose 
recognized her old friend. 

“Come on, Rose.” Grandpa led her into a stall 
and Grammy supplied carrots, sugar cubes, 
grain, and hay. 


“ “IT can’t believe she’s back. I just don’t 


believe it,” Grammy kept saying, over 
and over again. 
That spring break was the 
best one ever because I spent 
the entire time with Sweet 
Rose. Every day, my sister 
and I took turns riding her 
around Grammy and 
Grandpa’s pasture. We 
also groomed her 
and showed her love 
by giving her extra 
sugar cubes. I’m 
so glad that I de- 
cided to follow 
those hoofprints 
and that I found 
Sweet Rose. + 
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I love horseback riding, 
and I had just gotten my horse, Copper, 
when I started working on this story. He is 
very sweet and listens really well. When I 
grow up, I want to be a writer who creates 
stories about animals, mostly about horses. 


Ashlyn W., age 12, lives in Washington. 


Honorable Mentions 


Amelio2. LreneM. 


Age 9, Oregon Age 11, Virginia Age 13, New York 
Carbs. O 1ula@ & 
e 13, adruntle (, Age 10, lahoma Age 11, Florida 


New Contest! 


It’s time for another story contest. 
Here are the rules: 


1 Write a story that includes one of the following: 
a pair of magic dance shoes; a team that never wins; a 
record-breaking snowstorm; an anonymous valentine. 


Give your story a winter setting. All characters in 


your story must be original creations. 


2 Your story shouldn't be longer than four handwrit- 
ten pages or three typed pages (1,200 words). 


3 Include your first and last name, address, phone 
number, school photo, and birth date. You and your 
parent must sign your story, stating that you made it up. 


4 Mail your story to the address on page 2. Postmark 
deadline: June 10. Winners will appear in the January/ 
February 2009 issue. 
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Moline WL, 


These fine felines are enjoying an afternoon in a downtown park. The cats in 
each row or column—across, up, down, and diagonal—have something in common. 
Can you figure out how the cats in each group are alike? 


S16 \GaS28 


Vane Event 


Saddle up for this horse crossword. 


4. Word used to describe a path 
for riding through the woods 
5. An adult female horse 
7. A horse’s run 
Down 
t. A sound that a horse makes 
2. The part of the saddle where 
the rider puts her foot 
3. What a horse does to get over 


a small brook 


& A baby horse 


SS 
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— Funny Bunny 
Search through this issue to find The solution to each puzzle below is a pair 
each image shown below. Write down the of rhyming words. A silly rabbit, for example, 


number of the page on which you found it. is a “funny bunny.” Try your hand at these 


perplexing pet rhymes. 


a 
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Jordan took a photo at the pet store’s 


vhs 


These pooches are h avin 2 giant goldfish tank. Draw a square around 
the area that she shot. 
match each dog to its owner? 


7" L . Jessica’s dog is white. 77 


2. Emily’s dog has curly fur. 


3. Julie’s dog’s ears stick up. 


Mouse House 


Georgine the mouse is exhausted after a 
long day of running around her cool cage. 


eo ge 
SSS SOS OS 


Help her find her way to her pajamas, her 
food dish, and then her comfy bed. 
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Laffateria 
‘4 
( 22 2 Z cae 
What canadog getata | What is a mouse’s METS Ons en aay 
beauty shop? | favorite game to play? to the other rabbit on 
q 4 i Valentine’s Day? 
Brooke Y. Morgan Carmin C. 
Age 9, Texas , Age9 an C, Age 11, Maryland 


A turtle and a chameleon What is a puppy’s 


; 
have a race. Who wins? | favorite drink? 
\ 


sieui paw ndea loka te Brain 
A : Waves! Write to the address on 

_ page 2.Includeyourname, birth | 
_ date, school photo, and signature. 


Krista D 


Age 11, Kansas 
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——— Chasing Your Tail —— 


You’ve seen your dog or cat chase its tail. 


Well, it’s an even funnier sight when your friends do it! 


1.Line up eight to ten friends 2. 


outdoors. Have each player 
hold on to the person in front 
of her. The last person in line 
puts a bandanna in her 

back pocket. 


& 
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When the tail says, “Go,” the 
head starts running and pulling 
the line, trying to snatch the 
bandanna from the tail. The tail 
must wiggle away from being 
caught. The rest of the line is 
caught in the middle! 
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3. When the head catches the 


tail, she moves to the back of 
the line and becomes the tail. 
The second person from the 

front becomes the new head, 
and you're ready to go again. 
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Contest * 
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Sit. Stay. Smile 


® 
Sy) 


et | 


traction, But Tucker was doing nothing. 


‘Tucker was sleeping. 


He was ALWAYS steeping. 
Tucker was the clase pet and was the most 
boring hamster ever. Infact, he was a dud 

The bell rang and all the kids went hoor. 
They dida’t even bother to look at Tucker's cage, 
“Tucker showed no sign of ife—not one single 
twitch, “Tucker will always be a sleeping dod” the 
third graders said as they lined up to go bome. 
Alter the janitor turned off the lights and locked 
the doors, Tucker sniffed his way out of his tuft 
‘opened his cage, and hopped down onto the class: 
room floor, Kwas dark, and the floor was dusty. 
Tucker was al alone in the empty classroom. 
What time isi? he wondered. When will Mrs 


Tavitian come back? 


4h felt weird not to have all of the chatty third- 
graders sharing the roam with him. He shook 
itotf and headed off to find something to do. 
Actually, Tucker was not a dud after all. He was 


‘say hi 10 all of his friends in the other classrooms 
along the way to the Music Room. He waddled 
out of Room C-4 into the dark hallway. The only 


Fold the stack of pages 
in half along the solid line 


in the center. The cover of the 
magazine should now be 


on top. Run your fingernail 
down the folded edge to 


help the pages lie flat. 


—¥ 


‘source of light was the exit sign at the end of the 
hallway. He shouted “Hello!” to Frindle the fish 


in the first grade, and then waved to Snoopy the 


salamander in the second grade. As he passed the 
fourth-grade classroom, he saluted Fudge the fer- 
ret. Rounding the corner past fith grade, he called 
out “Toodle-oo!” to his friend Freddy the frog, and 
he stunk past the sixth grade because he wasn't 
00 fond of snakes, and that's where Stella resided. 
He finally came upon the Music Room. Inside, 


there were 30 chairs for the students lined up. 
around three sides of the rvom. Instruments were 


the guitar because he could jump up and down on 
the strings like a trampoline. 

He started to do just that. Up, down, up, down— 
SNAP! 


Open the folded stack. 
Staple along the center 


ree —4 


poee----- 


line. Cut off the tabs, and 


you're done! 
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‘twas a beautiful spring day. Ay our car 
sped over the gravel roads, t rolled down 
my window to breathe in the fresh country 

air, [turned to my sister, Megan, who was 
listening to her iPod. 1 tapped her on the shoulder, 
“Are you excited, Meg?” I asked her. She looked 
‘over at me and smiled, 1 could tell she had heard 
nothing I had just said, 

1 turned my attention back to my car window 
and watched horses and cows grazing in the 
pastures, farmers hard at work in the hay and 
Wheat fields, and the clouds slowly rolling across 
the deep blue sky. For every spring break Lean 
remember, Dad has packed up the car, Mom has 
grabbed some snucks, und we have driven from. 
‘our house in the city to Grandpa and Grammy's, 
{farm in the country. The farm is 20 hours away, 
‘80 we make this trip only once a year. | smiled as 
I pictured Grammy welcoming us with open arms 
and a jar overflowing with cookies. 

We reached Grammy and Grandpa's bumpy 
Girt road, and we all cheered. Dad soon turned in 
to the driveway af a pure white country farmhouse 
with a gray roof, blue shutters, and window boxes 
full of cheerful pink and yellow flowers. A white 
picket fence surrounded Grandpa's deep green 
Jawn and « garden where Grammy planted yummy 
vegetables. There was even a huge tree with a 
biy tree house, which was my favorite part of 
the farm, 

T hopped out af the car and ran into Gramany’s 
arms. I gave her a buge hug and exclaimed, “Hi, 
Grammy! I'm 80 excited to be here!” 

“Hello, honey!” she said with her white hair 
blowing in the breeze and her blue eyes full of fun 
“We have a surprise for you kick,” 

My sister ran up and handed me my bags, 
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80 [could quiz Granumy, even though I was 
very curious. 

“Hi, Grammy? my siater sai. 

“Hello, dew,” Grammy replied, “I baked your 
favorites!” 

“Cinnamon roll cookies?” My sister's face lit up, 

“Of course! What else?” Grammy gave her 
another hu. 

“Hey, kiddo!” Grandpa called as he came ont of 


the barn. Then he picked me up, bags and all, and 
twirled me in a circle, 

“Hi, Grandpal” I greeted him when he set 
ime back on the ground. “Will you tell ne what the 
‘surprise is?” 

“What surprise?” He pretended to be confused, 
but the twinkle in his eyes asstired me he knew all 
about it. 

“You know, Grandpa, The one Grammy told 
me about!” 

“Oh, pow I remember.” He sanited, “Well, Lean't 
tell you that, but how would you and Meg like to 
sleep in the tree house tonight?” 

“Oh, Grandpa, thank you!” I shouted. I gave 
‘hsm a hug and ran to ~ 
the tree house. I halt i. 


over to the window, 

‘The sun was setting, 
Jeaving everything with a 
pinkish glow. / wish J could 
stay here forever, | thought. 
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Illustrations: Laura Cornell 


Dear American Girl, 

I just got a new puppy named 
Molly. I have another dog 
named Henry. When I’m play- 
ing with Molly, Henry looks 
sad, and when I’m playing with 
Henry, Molly looks sad. I can’t 
play with them both at the same 
time, so how can I play with just 
one of them? 

Puppy Love 

It’s true—dogs are aware of who 
is the “top dog” in the house, so 
don’t give special treatment to 
just one of your pets. Try to 
spend equal amounts of time 
with both. Take your older dog 
out of the house away from the 
puppy sometimes so that he can 
get a break and spend time with 
you alone. Really focus on having 
fun with whichever dog you’re 
with—don’t worry so much 
about how the other one feels 
while you’re away from it. The 
great thing about dogs is that 
they don’t dwell on the past. 
When it’s their turn to play, 

they will make the most of it, 


and so should you. 


Dear American Girl, 

My friend and I want to be 
professional wildlife photogra- 
phers, but we feel discouraged 
because our family and friends 


say we can’t. 

Discouraged Dreamers 

Of course you can achieve this 
dream. Animal magazines and 
nature shows need wildlife photog- 
raphers. Start by learning as much 
about this career as you can. Collect 
nature photos you love, and write 
down what it is you like about each 
one—the way the animal looks, or 
the colors, or the angle of the shot. 
You can learn a lot by looking at 
other people’s good pictures. Take 
as many photos as you can of the 
animals you have around you— 
backyard birds and household pets 


count. Share your photos with your 
friend and talk about them, and 
point out things you like about her 
pictures, too. Keep learning and 
practicing, and you'll both make 
good progress toward achieving 
your dreams. 

as 
Dear American Girl, 
I want a pet, but my parents 
won't let me get one. I guess 
they think I’m not responsible. 
fetless 
Pets really are a lot of work, and 
the best way to show your parents 
that you’re responsible enough to 
have a pet is to show them that 
you're good at taking care of YOU. 
Ask yourself these questions: Is my 
room neat? Do | keep track of my 
school papers and get my home- 
work done on time? Do | brush my 
teeth without being reminded? Do 
| get my other chores done without 
complaining? Do | sometimes offer 
to help out with things around the 
house? Once you can honestly 
answer yes to these questions, ask 
your parents again for a pet. 


They'll be more likely to say yes. 
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Dear American Girl, 
Everyone thinks I’m weird 
because I love turtles. People 
think turtles are gross. What 
should I do? 
Turtle Fan 
You already know that there are 
tons of cool and interesting things 
about turtles. Why not share some 
of your favorite facts with others? 
You could do a report on turtles for 
your next school project, or just 
mention a couple of fun facts the 
next time the conversation turns to 
turtles. You might not change 
everyone into turtle fans, but at 
least they probably won't think 
turtles are gross anymore. 

*« 
Dear American Girl, 
Just recently, my bird Sapphire 
passed away. I keep crying all 
night! I feel so sad. She was my 
best friend. What should I do? 
rama Queere 
It’s very difficult when a pet dies, 
and it’s O.K. to be so sad. Sapphire 
was a good friend, so of course you 
miss her. She probably made you 
feel needed, too. When you're 


x American Girl 


Freee 


ready for a new friend, you might 
want to get another bird. Loving a 
new pet wouldn't mean you loved 
Sapphire less, because there’s 
room in your heart for both. In 
time, whether you get another bird 
or not, your sadness will fade and 
your memories of Sapphire will 
bring you happiness. 

*« 
Dear American Girl, 
I am worried about our environ- 
ment. I’m worried endangered 
animals might become extinct, 
and I worry about pollution. 
What should I do? 
Gyreen THume 
There are many things you can do to 
help animals and the environment. 
Recycling, reusing bags, and using 


Iv Lovey oe 


less paper all help, especially if you 
can convince others to do the same. 
Learn about what kinds of environ- 
mental problems there are in your 
town or state—you and your family 
might be able to join groups that 
are working to fix them. And don't 
miss the animal-friendly ideas with 
the posters between pages 36 and 
37 in this issue. Although these may 
seem like small things, if everyone 
did them, they would have a big 
impact on our world and the 


animals who live here, too. 


*« 


Advice from Uou 


“Keep a small stuffed animal 


in your locker at school. If you 
have a bad day, you'll always 
have someone for a hug.” 


Alexandria A. 


Age 12, Indiana 


: 


Need advice? Got advice? Write: 
Help! . 
American Girl magazine 

8400 Fairway Place 

Middleton, WI 53562 
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rivers were aiot of cute eA 

that we could have used off ? 

caver, G0 to americangitl.co 
tawote for your favorite: 
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This. issue'was filled with 
dogs!:Gé'to “Fun for'Gitls” 
at americangirl.com to see a ; ec eee 
behindthe-scenes Video of the 
dogs. atour photo shoots. 
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Sunny Shades 


Coming up in the July/August issue 


Hula-La 
Add a tropical twist to your 
& summer with a Hawaiian party! 


| 
Ready, Set...GO! 


Two months full of ideas 
for getting active this summer 


Illustrations: Carol Yoshizumi 
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ice Creammmmm 
Get recipes for cool 
ice cream sandwiches. 


% 4 Tear out these cute posters to.add 
a sweet touch to your walls or lockers—and 

to show the world how much you love animals. 
Don't forget to turn to the last page for ideas 

about how to improve animals’ lives, too. 
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Llove animals because... 


Photo: StockXpert Illustrations: Kristen Balouch 


Tlove-animals because... 
they know how 
to have fun! 
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I love animals: because: 


they fill 
our world 
with color. 
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